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Tviggle when Phoebe threw open the
door, then turned and busied herself
at the fireplace, raking out tho coals
end smoothing the ashes as thoug--
preparing for the midday meal.

Alonzo came slowly along, glancing
sharply at the smooth ash-strew- n

yard to detect any tracks other than
those belonging to his wife, the im-

print of whoso foot he knew quite
well.

Surely he was not mistaken. There
was the imprint of a pair of shufiiing
feet, xvearing unlike shoes, the owner
of which carried a cane or some sort
of stick, as the imprint of the ferrule
plainly showed.

Then there was another pair of
tracks, big, confident footprints, turn-
ing in from the road and boldly tramp-
ing to the cottage door.

"Dat's what I bin lookin' fur,"
Alonzo muttered to himself. "Tracks

but no tracks comin.' Huh!"
He appeared suddenly in the door

and glanced quickly about the cabin,
a blank look of disappointment re-

placing the eager look of certainty on
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' - . , , growths of the
soil are cactus
a ii 1 the "greas-
er." The cactus
is possible or
even probableelsewhere. The3
"irreaser' 5s a
Jsew Mexican
product pure an.l
fciinple. lie flour-

ishes as an exotic, translated from Old
Mexico having- undergone deteriora-tio- n

by the transfer.
Sometimes he shuffles oft hia servil-

ity and becomes a Spaniard. Then it
requires nerve to deal with him, and
also a quick hand on the tria"rer.

Jack Ifeuderson went out to New
Mexico tire years aero with a bride
and a dream and S3. 0J0. When I saw
him the bride had become a mother
to the extent of Jack, Jr., a-'i- three,

Jack had settled on what purported
eventually to become a fruit farm,
when a compauv ami worried out an

j impossible irrigation scheme, thirtyTailes from Santa Fe and seven miljs
from a white man.

We rode to the place over balrod
mud tracks, seemingdy without end
or obiect. past the trreasers' "dobies,"
as they call their homely little mud
huts. And then at last we reached a
lonpr, low farmhouse of planks, sit- -

tinrr in the midst of a vegetable patchthat had literally fallen into the sere
ana yellow leaf. lftat was Jack a
home, and presently came Mrs. Jack,
with Jack, Jr., clingrinr shyly to her
bkii'ts, to jive me a wetc ime.

Jose was Jack's cook a moist, uncom-
fortable looking- - greaser, with a quiv-
ering- paunch and long limbs that
teemed inadequate to support the
superstructure. I ventured to re-
mark on his unprepossessing- - counte-
nance, but Jack became eloquent upon
his culinary virtues. Even Mrs. Jack
hai something to say on the subject,
and I felt at once that I was interferi-
ng- with a family idol.

When, therefore, Jack told me later
in the day that he hail been obliged
to discharge Jose, with instant orders
to depart, it was a matter of no small
astonishment to me. I felt, however,
that it was a delicate subject, and to
this day I have no idea what was
Jose's cause of oilfence. I conjecture
tht-- t Mrs. Jack was concerned, and
that the insult was deep, for Jose:,
accomplishments were unparalleled,
and no slight matter could have
caused his deposition.

In the evening Jack and I decided
upon a ride. We set out upon our
way, talking bo earnestly of I knew
not what that we barely noticed Jose
as he mounted his pony at the back
door of the house.

When we were twenty feet further
on there wa; a whirring noise and a
sort of murned thud. Jack was de-
livered of a sound that appeared to
have begun life as an oath and turned
aside to be a gurgle. Also his horse
jet-ice- itself o:i its hainches and
seemed to stagger helplessly.

By the time I could turn my head
Jack was half way out of his saddle.
A loathern thong was girt around his
elbows, pinioning his arms to his
sides. Its other end was fastened to
the pommel of Josa's sa Idle and Jose
was bonliag over his horse's neck
with a devilish sheen, beneath his
heavy evebrows.

Jack had his fingers on his revolver
in an instant, but crippled as he was
by the thong that cut deep into his
llesh, he was as helpless as though
his arm had baen broken.

I looked at him, frozen to my sad-
dle, as useless to movi to his rescue
as though the lariat was bound about
me.

Then there was' a crack that
startled me, and the whole fascination
dissolved. Jack's arms were free
and Jose was tangled up in a con-
fused mass of pony, harness and man.

As the pony fell there appeared be-

hind its body the figure of Mrs. Jack,
pale and quivering, with the lips set
and a sort of horror in the eyes that
was a revelation to me in my study
of expressions. In her hand was a
revolver, with a thread of & mole a

trickling from the barrel as it hung
from her limp grasp. She swooned
afterward and I lifted her from the ;

ground.
liefore that time, however, Jack

had released himself, and when I j

looked rounL,he wai staading over j

toe prostrate greaser wimi nis ivaicu
in one hand and his revolver in the
other.

"Jose'he remarked, as placidly as
though he had been ordering dinner,
"in just three minutes I am going to
kill you. I shall tell you as the mitt- -

ute s pass. "
It was an unpleasant scene to loolc j

at. The fellow howled like a hurt
beast. He clung to Jack's knees and
prayed for mercy in the name of ail
his saints.

"It's no use, Jose. I have no use
for such as you, and I don't see how
anybody else can have."'

VYe buried him a little later and
then Jack collapsed also. I had my
ban Is full for a while, bringing the
co'ipl? to a reasonable condition cf
nerves.

I did not understand until a day or
two afterwards, wliea Jack wns will
ing- to talic about it, tha full extent
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u th tci.inim a.s ance ia

Vmt u.ru.iin Ail,. flu. n..li:9 appiiars tiistun .In; r:N ii. u. paoi sd frf ou m ir.I i,an t I'k'-ua- y. ijr Ii-- a i or Kaa.i
T'i:i..'."a.i nolic-u-- u "r lutioas WanCijd." iiol

l ui tivt l.ijB-- cr tiiiny-Or- words, in
l'r:,y .i-M- l i:ist, ad advert. Keu;-ut-i of
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A N'T I 1 1 o line fi.o.1 laia:! v borsefmare).haiiios:- - tin 1 bi.fcay; mux. l.o citeap. Cad
l.i-- .Noi lit in.-cv- avj Kid next Aloud iy.
W" N I I i -- I n rent a tseiit home of seven or
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his angry countenance.
Phoebe never moved from before

the hearth as he came forward, but
she turned her face, smiling as aha
asked:

' Furgit somethin'?"
Alonzo never answered. Throwinghimself into a chair he asked sudden-

ly, ' Who bin here?"
"Ol' Betty, de soap 'oman."
"Who else?" Phoebe hesitated, turn-

ing instinctively to the baskets.
l "Xcbody. What mek yuh 'low who
bin yere?"

"Xuthin'. I low I see somebody."
Phoebe began to laugh, bat her

mirth died quickly as the basket garoan ominous groan. She started and
glanced toward it in alarm, but Alon-
zo had noticed nothing.

Unfortunately for the concealed
bandman, a black wasp had sen fit
to bore his nest in the wall directlyover the basket, and at this juncturehe came with trailing legs buzzing
about the bandman's crouching head.
The crouching negro in the basket
tried to keep still as the black wasp
buzzed nearer and nearer his up-
turned face. At last the wasp nar-
rowing down to his hole became too
much for his victim in the basket,
who, between the sometimes deadly
sting of the insect and the anger of a
jealous husband, chose) the lesser
evil of the two, hittiag out wildly at
the buzzing insect.

Under the sudden strain the brisket
lurched wildly, there was a great
squeaking and snapping, a sound of
tearing and scrambling. Phoebe
looked around in agony just in time
to see the basket and its stout rim
part company, and to see the big
bandman roll in a dusty, cotton flecked
heap at her feet. Scarcely waiting to
gamer nimseii togetner tie was up
and away, running like the wind
trrrougb growing cotton and corn, and
for many days he lay hid where Alon-zo'- s

vigilant efforts failed to locate
h i m.

As for Phoebe her husband admin-
istered to her the customary marital
reproof in the form of a s vere whip-
ping, the results of which served her
as a reminder of her misconduct for
many days.

Then things settled into a natural
groove, and Phrebo forgot her pen-
chant for an old-tim- a flame, Now
there is nowhere a more contented
wife than she, nor a happier, more
industrious husband than Alonzo.

l'rlnceton'i Experience Wit h ITaxin?.
The fact that Princeton colletra at-

tributes the smaller size of her fresh-
man class of this term to the "haz-
ing" troubles of last year furnishes a
commentary on modern college life
which is worth emphasizing. It is to
be hoped that all the higher institu-
tions of learning throughout the
land will take deeply to heart the
moral of Princeton's present experi-
ence. The foolish custom of "haz-
ing" is a relic of the dark ages of col-

lege history, and should be banished
forever to the limbo of absurdities.
It would be a heartless thing to rob
college boys of a tithe of their happi-
ness and joy the salt that gives
savor to study; it would bj equally
cruel to condemn college sports, pro-
perly indulged the compromise of
body with brain. But it is the height
of fplly to permit bright young- - col-

legians to make fools of themselves
under the mistaken notion that still-
ness is one of the privileges to be en-

joyed at college.
I'ompou Alfonso.

Alfonso, king of Spain, is now a lit-
tle more than eight years of age, and
a pomnous little chap he is, which is
not to be wondered at when Spanish
etiquette is considered. His slumbers
are watched throughout the night by
the Monteros de Espinosa, a body of
men who for four hundred years have
enjoyed the exclusive privilege of

the king or queen from sun-
set to sunrise. They are bound bv
tradition to be natives of the town of
Espinosa, and must have served with
honor in the army. They lock the
palace with much ceremony ami
solemnity at midnight and open them
strain at 7 o'clock in the morning.
Naturally Alfonso thiuks he is a great
little man.

Trolley Liaes In tho Country.
The engineering papers foresee

some difficulties growing out of the
extension of trolley lines upon coun-

try roads. One says that tin ordin-

ary highway bridges are not string
enough to safely carry trolley cars;
that grade crossings will need serious
consideration; an 1 that thj mainte-
nance of that, portion of the roadway
not occupied by the trolley track?
will be likely to becoma a subject of

dispute. The electric lines will assur-

edly be of great local advantage; but
it would be well to have settled at
the outstart certain practical ques-
tions whksh, neglected, may lead to

costly and disadvantageous contiover- -
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of Mrs. Jack's heroism. In the in--
j

stint granted her to appreciate the j

situation, she had seen that to kill
.Jose would be useless, for the j vony
.vould inevitably tear away at fall
speed, and the pony controlled the j

lariat. She had aimed at the pony's
head, and by a (lod-s- e nt chance-- . Vhe J

bull had entered iii eys Govil
Co.IE Quag


